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South Korea, Thailand set to
streamline agricultural trade

MOU SIGNED TO DISMANTLE BARRIERS, FACILITATE INVESTMENT

PETCHANET PRATTUANGKRAI
THE NATION

THAILAND AND South Korea
vesterday agreed to increase tech-
nology transfers in the agricultur-
al area, cooperate more closely in
trade facilitation and training and
promote the Thailand 4.0 Model.

Agriculture Minister Chatchai
Sarikulya and South Korea’s
Minister for Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs Kim Jae-Soo signed
a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) in Sejong, South Korea to
support agricultural trade, knock
downtechnical barriersinthetrad-
ing of agriculture products and
facilitate investment in farming.

“South Korea is categorised asan
emerging countrywith strongeco-
nomic growth.

“It has high potential to forge
closer ties with Thailand in agri-

culture in many areas including
technology cooperation and trans-
fer, trade facilitation and trading,”
he said.

The two sides will maintain and
strengthen the frequency of meet-
ings and cooperation.

They will draw up a joint agri-
cultural development programme
for the effective utilisation of
resources in the agricultural field,
considering especially the poten-
tial of the two countries.

Besides government-to-govern-
ment collaboration, the agricultur-
al sector could be facilitated by the
process of institutional cooperation
between Thailand and Korea’s pub-
lic sectors.

Areasof cooperationinclude the
development ofagriculture terres-
trial animals and plants, develop-
mentoffarmers’ organisationsand
cooperatives, technical cooperation
on irrigation systems and agricul-
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tural land and water resources
management, and enhancement of
cooperation and coordination
within international and regional
organisations.

Both sides will exchange tech-
nical officers and researchers, per-
form joint agricultural research
and development, swap agricul-
tural and technical information,
and organise workshops, seminars
and conferences on subjects of
mutual interest.

They will also engage in capac-
ity building through training cours-
es, study visits and other activities.

A joint agricultural working
group (JAWG) will be established
toimplement the provisions of this
MoU.

The JAWG will be co-chaired by
executive officers — at the level of
director-general or higher - of
competent authorities.

The JAWG will be responsible
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for assessing the outcomes of
implementing the programmes of
this MoU, submitting proposalsfor
their further development and
improvement and recommending
possible ways and means of over-
coming their problems or difficul-

ties.

The JAWG will meet every two
years alternately in Thailand and

Korea.

Thailand has re-emphasised
that the Kingdom is interested in
exporting frozen chicken to Korea
after the country on November 9
lifted its ban on imports of Thai
frozen chicken imposed 12 years
ago during the bird flu outbreak.

The firstlot of Thai chicken have
already been shipped to Korea on

November 17.

Chatchai said Thailand should
become one of the major chicken

suppliers for Korea soon.
about 30,000-

Each year,

40,000 tonnes of frozen chicken
worth Bt3 billion are expected to be

sold to Korea.
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Visit Exhibition: Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister General Chatchai Sarikulya along with the
water-related Ministers from 7 countries including Bhutan, Nepal, Ethiopia, Republic of China,
Indonesia, Cambodia, and Laos; and Senior Officers visited the exhibition booths at the 2nd World
Irrigation Forum (WIF2) held in Chiang Mai recently.
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