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Buffaloes are evacuated to higherg

round after their penin Phaung’s Khuan Khanun district floodedrduring

NATION/CHAROON THONGNUAL

heavy rains.

King orders more relief kits for flood victims in South

THE NATION

CONCERNED OVER the plight of flood
victims in southern Thailand, His Majesty
King Maha Vajiralongkorn has instructed
his representatives to provide more relief
kits for people affected by the deluge.

Prime Minister General Prayut Chan-
o-cha revealed yesterday that the King
had ordered the handing out of aid pack-
ages, which normally contain food, med-
icine and a flashlight.

Affirmingthatthe government was not
ignoring the people’s plight, Prayut said
Interior Minister General Anupong
Paochinda had visited the region yester-
day while Agriculture Minister General
Chatchai Sarikulya planned to tour the
area today.

He said the government was trying to
prevent floods in the future and urged
people to cooperate in the designation of

flood retention areas or the digging of
canals to drain water into the sea.

In Prachuap Khiri Khan’s Bang Saphan
district where the flood situation improved
yesterday, Bang Saphan Hospitalwasunable
to admit new patients because of 80cm-
deep floodwaters around the compound.
The general examination, childbirth and X-
rayrooms were inundated while some med-
ical tools and supplies were also damaged.

Disaster prevention officials installed
pumps to drain water from the building.

Thehospital also evacuated 75 of the 123
patients onthebuilding’s sixth floorto three
nearby hospitals because of a shortage of
clean water caused by the malfunctioning
of a water pump.

Deputy Army spokesperson Colonel
Sirichan Ngathong said Army chief
General Chalermchai Sittisat planned to
visit affected residents in Nakhon Si
Thammarat’s Pak Phanang district today.

News ID: C-161208003010 (8 Dec 16/05:54)

iQNewsA ert

She also said that the Fourth Army Region
had been continuously helping victims and
most of them were in Nakhon Si
Thammarat, Phatthalung, Surat Thaniand
Chumphon.

In Surat Thani’s Phunphin district, res-
idents of Ban Thung Ao village in Tambon
Sri Wichai, which has about 260 homes,
yesterday moved belongings and livestock
to higher ground above the one-metre-
deep floodwater.

Trang province has declared eight dis-
tricts as flood disaster zones, including
Muang, Kantang, Na Yong, Wang Wiset,
Huay Yot, Rassada, Yan Ta Khao, and
Palian districts, where about 50,000 resi-
dentswereaffected, 35,000 raiof farmland
was inundated, several roads were flooded
and at least 50 schools suspended classes
indefinitely due to flooding. Muang and
Kantang were the worst hit areas with up
to three metres of floodwater.
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PM appoints acting ministers

POST REPORTERS

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
ngam will be in charge as acting justice
minister and deputy Education Minister
Teerakiat Jareonsettasin as acting educa-
tion minister, following the resignations
of ministers from the two ministries after
they were appointed as Privy Coun-
cil members.

The decision to place them in acting
capacities was made by Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha who has ruled out an
immediate cabinet reshuffle.

Gen Paiboon Koomchaya, the former
justice minister, and Gen Dapong Ratan-
asuwan, the former education minister,
left the cabinet after His Majesty the King
appointed them to the Privy Council. Gen
Paiboon and Gen Dapong are among
three new members who have been given
seats on the council.

Gen Prayut said he trusts Mr Wissanu
and Mr Teeraldat will be able to handle the
work and conduct their jobs effectively.

During the weekly cabinet meeting,
the prime minister said he does not want
anyone to be worried about changes in the
cabinet, according to government spokes-
man Lt Gen Sansern Kaewkamnerd.

As for the timing of the next cabinet
reshuffle, Gen Prayut said: “I'll make the
decision in good time.” He dismissed
rumours a cabinet reshuffle list has been
finalised and is ready to be forwarded to
the palace for royal endorsement.

The premier also insisted a military
background is not the first priority in con-
sidering who will be cabinet ministers,
saying he wants people who can work.

Gen Prayut added he was generally
satisfied with the performance of cabinet
members. He said Deputy Prime Minister
ACM Prajin Juntong is doing well in his

News ID: C-161208001018 (8 Dec 16/05:18)

@
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role as acting Digital Economy and Society
Minister and so is Agriculture and Coop-
eratives Minister Gen Chatchai Sarikulya.

The prime minister has denied Gen
Chatchai is facing a transfer.

Lt Gen Sansern said Gen Prayut told
the cabinet meeting that if any cabinet
ministers wish to take a break from their
ministerial duties, they should let the cabi-
net secretary-general know.

Meanwhile, the newly-appointed Privy
Councillor Gen Dapong went to the Edu-
cation Ministry yesterday to pay respects
to the ministry’s Buddha statute and the
statute of King Rama VI as well as to bid
farewell to officials he has worked with
for over a year.

He said he believed his successor can
succeed in the job with the help of ministry
staff who have proved to be capable during
his term, adding efforts to reform national

education will go ahead smoothly.
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